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Scarlatn'niform Erythema of Parasitic Origin.— Pascal {Annales de Der¬ 
matology et de Syphiligraphie, 1900, Nos. 8 and 9) reports a number of cases 
of scarlatiniform eruption occurring in soldiers employed in sifting barley. 
The eruption was most marked upon the uncovered parts of the body, such 
as the hands, the forearms, the face, and especially the neck. It was accom¬ 
panied by severe itching and burning, and in one case some degree of fever 
was present for the first twenty-four hours. More or less abundant desqua¬ 
mation followed. The affection was found to be due to the irritant dust 
arising, during the sifting of the grain, from innumerable smalt butterflies 
which covered the barley. 

The Nature of the So-called Angioneuroses of the Skin.— Torok 
(Archiv fur Dermatologic und Syphilis , Band liii., Heft 2 and 3) concludes, 
from his own investigations and those of others, that all those characteristics 
by which one distinguishes certain changes of the skin as angioneurotic in 
contradistinction to inflammatory changes are not proof against careful 
criticism. A careful examination of the changes occurring in the skin in 
urticaria, in erythema multiforme, and in erythema nodosum leads one to 
include them among the simple inflammations. 

A Tumor of Sarcomatous Appearance Produced by Multiple Foreign 
Bodies.— Dubreuilh and VENOT {Annales de Dermatologic et de Syphili¬ 
graphie, 1900, No. 10) report a case of tumor, situated upon the first phalanx 
of the right index finger, which followed a wound produced by a piece of 
oyster-shell. The tumor was the size and shape of an almond and only 
slightly painful on strong pressure. It was quite soft and fluctuating, but 
upon puncture nothing but a few drops of blood escaped. A diagnosis of 
myxosarcoma was made and excision practised. Upon microscopical ex¬ 
amination the neoplasm was found to be composed of young connective 
tissue divided into unequal and irregular lobules, which contained numerous 
small abscesses. In a certain number of these abscesses numerous small 
foreign bodies were present, which proved on examination to be fragments 
of oyster-shell. A certain number of giant cells were observed containing 
from ten to fifty peripheral nuclei and in some cases a minute fragment of 
oyster-shell. The authors refer to a somewhat similar case reported by 
Spitzer. 
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Ozsnous Complications of the Ear.—P. Lk Croix (Ann. des Mal.de 
FOreille, etc., November, 1899) has observed in a series of 42 patients affected 
with oziena the ear more or less diseased in 30. Most of the ear affections 
were ambilateral, and consisted in chronic catarrhal otitis media. 
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Thyroid Treatment of Chronic Deafness.—Influenced by the recom¬ 
mendations of the use of thyroid in the treatment of so-called chronic 
catarrh of the middle ear, as set forth in the writings of Vulpius, Ewald, 
Bruhl and Alt, A. Bruck {Arch, of OtoL, October-December, 1899) tried this 
drug in 40 cases, varying in age from eighteen to forty-eight years. He used 
the tablets of Merck, and of Wellcome and Burroughs, giving 0.10 gramme 
three times daily. Thyroidism occurred in 1 case after a few days of this 
treatment In 2 others one dose of 0.30 gramme produced thyroidism, and 
in 1 case, a corpulent woman, one or two doses produced such profound 
thyroidism that all treatment was stopped permanently. Bruck concludes: 
“ Personally, I must say that from the employment of thyroid, no matter for 
how long a time, I have not yet seen a single case of positive improvement 
in the hearing.” 

Primary Inflammation of the Mastoid Process.— T. Heim an (Ann. des 
Mai. dc V Oreille, November, 1899) after reviewing a number of cases of so- 
called primary inflammation (periostitis, osteitis, etc.) published by both older 
and more modern writers, and also recording several cases in his own prac¬ 
tice that might have been called by other observers primary mastoiditis, but 
which he considered as entirely secondary products, concludes that “ primary 
mastoid periostitis is, without doubt, a disease appearing very rarely under a 
distinct clinical form. Primary osteitis of the mastoid exists theoretically, 
but all those that report its occurrence consider it as an exceptional disease, 
it being admitted that the cases heretofore described as such a disease rest 
on error in diagnosis, and that aurists of authority doubt its existence.” So 
far as concerns Heiman’s own observations in a large number of patients, he 
has been unable to find one single case which he could, without hesitation, 
say was one of true primary mastoid osteitis, and he asserts that from his 
experience primary mastoid osteitis does not exist. Cases heretofore diag¬ 
nosed as such a malady were in reality secondary to disease of the external 
or of the middle car. 

So-called Dangerous Temporal Bones.— L. Katz {Archiv.f. Ohrenli., 
November 20, 1899) calls attention again to the fact, also pointed out by L. 
Trautinaun (1898), that u when the angle formed by the mastoid surface and 
the posterior wall of the external auditory canal is obtuse, the sinus lies far 
forward,” and is in danger of being wounded in mastoid operations. The 
more obtuse the angle the further forward lies the sinus. 

Epidemic Cerehro-spinal Meningitis with Ambilateral Pnmlent Otitis 
Media.—S. Von Stein {Archives of Otology , October-December, 1899) has 
reported a case of epidemic cerebro-spiual meningitis with ambilateral puru¬ 
lent otitis media in a child of five years, in which both mastoids were tre¬ 
phined and the transverse sinuses exposed and explored by aspiration. The 
mastoids were filled with “ stringy mucus and pus,” but the sinuses were free 
from pus or thrombus. Recovery in all respects occurred in the course of a 
month. The purulent oitiB media in this case may be regarded as part of 
the intercurrent acute bronchitis. We cannot agree with the opinion ad¬ 
vanced by Von Stein, that “ possibly in the future the mortality of such 
coses (cerebro-spinal meningitis), which yield to no other treatment, may 
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be materially reduced by early opening of the cerebral cavity,” nor that 
“ perhaps bilateral opening of the mastoids in typical cerebro-spinal men- 
jngitis will act as thoroughly as opening the abdominal cavity in tuber¬ 
culosis.” In our opinion this child recovered from cerebro-spinal menin¬ 
gitis in spite of the mastoid operations and not in consequence of them. 

Cold in Acute Otitis and Mastoiditis.—J. O. Tansley ( Transactions of 
(he American Otologicil Society, July, 1899) is opposed to the use of cold in 
acute otitis media and in acute mastoiditis, as it may dull the pain too thor¬ 
oughly and act as a mask of the true state of disease in these parts, thus 
leading to delay in performing needed operations. 

Mastoid Operations.—A. Luc.e ( Archiv . /. Ohrenh., November 20,1899), 
while admitting that in many cases he has by the mastoid operation in its 
various forms cured chronic suppurations in which all other methods failed, 
also is assured that, after four years’ experience in many thousands of cases, 
he has cured many cases of chronic suppuration of the ears with irrigation 
with formalin solution (1-1000) in warm water that otherwise would have 
required a mastoid operation. Furthermore, if a faithful trial of formalin 
fails to cure a chronic otorrhcea, Lucas considers such a failure as an indication 
for a mastoid operation. He believes one should be prouder of saying, “ I 
have cured so many cases of otorrhcea without operation,” than of saying, 
“I liave performed so many mastoid operations for the cure of purulent 
otitis media.” 

Excision of Ossicles.— Grunert and Zeroxi (Archiv /. Ohrenh., August 
3, 1899) miintain, rightly, we think, that excision of the hammer and incus 
for the cure of chronic purulent otitis media has been unjustly superseded 
to a great degree by the so-called radical operation on the antrum and 
mastoid. Observation of a large number of patients has led them to con¬ 
clude that excision of diseased ossicles will usually cure the chronic puru- 
lency and prevent mastoiditis and its sequela!, and they have frequently 
been called upon to perform mastoid operations that would never have been 
needed if excision of the ossicles by w.iy of the auditory canal had been 
performed in time. 
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On the Growth of Carcinomata of the Skin and Mncons Membranes. 
—Lohmer (Ziegler's Deitrage, 1900, xxviii., 372). 

The theory that carcinomata arise by the epithelium growing down into 
the underlying tissues rests chiefly on the works of Thiersch and Wald ever, 
and for many years this view has been generally accepted. Recently, how- 



